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Longtime friend and reporter, Neil McCormick, reveals childhood and present day stories about
Bono and his band, U2.Some are born great.Some achieve greatness.Some have greatness
thrust upon them.And some have the misfortuneto go to school with Bono.Everyone wants to be
famous. But as a young punk in Dublin in the 1970s, Neil McCormick's ambitions went way
beyond mere pop stardom. It was his destiny to be a veritable Rock God. He had it all worked
out: the albums, the concerts, the quest for world peace. There was only one thing he hadn't
counted on. The boy sitting on the other side of the classroom had plans of his own.Killing Bono
is a story of divergent lives. As Bono and his band U2 ascended to global superstardom, his
school friend Neil scorched a burning path in quite the opposite direction. Bad drugs, weird sex,
bizarre haircuts: Neil experienced it all in his elusive quest for fame. But sometimes it is life's
losers who have the most interesting tales to tell.Featuring guest appearances by the Pope, Bob
Dylan, and a galaxy of stars, Killing Bono offers an extremely funny, startlingly candid, and
strangely moving account of a life lived in the shadows of superstardom.“The problem with
knowing you is that you've done everything I ever wanted to,” Neil once complained to his
famous friend. “I'm your doppelganger,” Bono replied. “If you want your life back, you'll have to kill
me.”Now there was a thought...

From Publishers WeeklyThe author of this exuberant rock memoir went to school with the
members of super-group U2 and stayed friends with Bono (ne Paul Hewson) as he rose from
garage-band front-man to rock colossus to world dignitary thanks to his stumping for debt relief
for the world's poorest countries. But the book is less about the distant figure of Bono than about
McCormick's feverish quest to emulate his success in a series of bands; he spent 10 thrilling,
agonizing years on the brink of making it. The result is a funny, jaundiced celebration of rock 'n'
roll fantasy and reality, chronicling the music, the debauchery, the search for band mates who
can play an instrument, the philistinism of major label A&R reps, the wasted talents of the
wannabes they crush, the seething resentment toward those who make it and the intoxicating
rush of live performance that transfigures even those who don't. McCormick, now the rock critic
for Britain's Daily Telegraph, includes some overwritten analysis of Bono's lyrics and musings on
God and the meaning of life, but his book is also full of trenchant observations of the 1970s
Dublin punk scene and the shifting styles of 1980s New Wave and pop. McCormick's is an
authentic, gripping rock 'n' roll voice, veering between self-importance and self-loathing on an
unsteady journey toward self-knowledge.Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.About the AuthorNeil McCormick, a columnist for London's
Daily Telegraph, has written for publications in the UK including GQ, Marie Claire, The Sunday
Times, and The Observer. He lives in London.
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pixelman, “Unique perspective on the biggest band in the world. I really enjoyed this book in how
it approaches the story. At first we read about the early days at Mount Temple Comprehensive
and the author's relationships and interactions with Bono, Edge, Larry and Adam. It's fun for any
U2 fan to read about the first rehearsals in Larry's kitchen, their inability to play, and their first
gigs. But this is not a biography of U2. This is about a man and his brother who had the same
dreams of rock stardom and, instead, are forced to watch as their mates live the lives they
envisioned for themselves. It's bittersweet as U2 takes off and begins its ascension to the
pinnacle of rock stardom and it becomes increasingly difficult for Neil (himself is a well-
respected rock critic) to get near his old friends. I also enjoyed how, as U2 grows, they fade
further into the background of the narrative. This technique helps reinforce the sense of
detachment the author must have felt as he struggles to find his own niche. If you're a fan of U2
this is a worthwhile read.”

David McConnellritared, “For U2 fans. I thought this was a great book, funny and engaging. I am
an 80's kid, LOVE U2 and of Irish descent, so I could totally relate to this book. I liked how Neil
McCormick made Bono into just a regular guy, who besides having talent, was at the right place
at the right time to become famous.  I really want to get the movie.”

Shiya Feinman, “Book. Great book”

Ebook Library Reader, “Five Stars. This book is really funny, if you have any interest in the Music
Business it’s a must read”

J.R., “must read for any U2 fan...and music fan.. Not to mention anyone who has tried and failed.
Hopefully that is everyone. While the themes are universally relevant, Neil's storytelling and the
structure is exceptional.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Five Stars. Brillant!”

Mickey, “I Know a Boy, a Boy Named Crash. Very funny. An excellent insight into Bono's sense of
humor.”

Read to Me, “Worth skipping work for.. I laughed, I laughed until tears came. I skipped work the
next day to finish the book. :)”

mdsl, “Excellent. Excellent reading. It's a funny, heartfelt story. Underrated book imo. Even if you
are not a U2 fan ( not my case, I am a big fan) I recommend it.”



Angela Griffin, “Five Stars. Hilarious”

The book by Metallica has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 46 people have provided feedback.
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